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NUNN, George             
 
Lance Corporal, 202423 
4th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment  
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Friday 27th April 1917 
Died of wounds 
Cemetery: Warlincourt Halte British 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 20 years 

 
George Nunn was born in 1897 the eldest child of James G Nunn and Jane, nee 
Jobson and lived in Withersfield Road and Downs Place in his early life. 
 
He was employed as an errand boy in a local butcher’s before finding work in 
Chauntry Mill joining his mother and father who were also employed there.  
 
Prior to the outbreak of the war George had served in the Territorial Force. He joined 
the Suffolk Regiment as Private, 202423 and went to France with the 4th Battalion in 
August 1916. Two months later, on 13th October, he was promoted to Lance 
Corporal. The War Diaries record that when the Battalion wasn’t in the trenches the 
men spent a great deal of time training and completing route marches. They spent 
Christmas Day 1916 in trenches near Rancourt. The war diary for this day tells us 
that the Battalion relieved the 4th Kings in trenches SW of Rancourt on the 25th. 
Casualties amounted to 1 killed and 3 wounded. The trenches were extremely 
muddy and wet and it was impossible to get up to the front line at all by day.  
 
They spent virtually all of January and February 1917 in the trenches at Howitzer 
Wood. During a very cold March there was a period of training and more route 
marches, many completed during very heavy snow storms. The first nine days of 
April was spent marching from Camp 124 to Berles au Bois in readiness for the 
Battle of Arras. Each day they marched for about 4 hours before billeting overnight. 
The battalion did not participate in the initial advance on the morning of 9 April 1917 
but was moved up close to the front line on 12 April, occupying a position on the 
road between Henin-sur-Cojeul and Neuville Vitasse, the scene of bitter fighting on 
the battle’s opening day. 

The battalion war diary records ‘A great deal of burial and salvage work was done by 
the battalion in the vicinity of the trenches in front of the Hindenburg line’. There 
followed a move into the Hindenburg Line itself for a spell in the trenches before the 
battalion’s major effort in the Arras offensive. 

At 4.45am on 23 April 1917 a huge British artillery bombardment fell on to the 
German trenches signaling the start of the Second Battle of the Scarpe. George’s 
battalion was tasked with bombing their way down 2,300 yards of both front and 
support trenches of the Hindenburg Line to the Sensée River. Initial progress was 
good with the Suffolks reaching a sunken road between Croisilles and Fontaine-les-
Croisilles within two hours. However, 200 yards short of their objective they came 
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under such heavy German fire that they were pushed back ending the day close to 
the morning’s starting position. Despite taking a remarkable 650 German prisoners in 
the initial advance the battalion suffered over 300 casualties (about 50% of the 
battalion strength).  

George was one of the 160 Other Ranks who were wounded on this fateful day.  
 
The nursing sister of the Casualty Clearing Station wrote to his Mother on the 27th 
April 1917, and this was reported, the following week, in the South-West Suffolk 
Echo:  

‘I am very sorry to have bad news to give you.  Your brave little son 
George, of the Suffolks, was brought in on Wednesday dangerously 
wounded in the left leg.  He was very much collapsed and it took us till 
the afternoon of the next day to bring him round enough to have an 
operation, which was the one chance of saving his life.  He seemed 
much better the next day, but last night blood poisoning set in and he 
grew rapidly weaker, until 6pm this evening [Friday April 27th] he 
passed peacefully away.  He was a dear patient little lad and we would 
have given anything to save him.  Yours with sympathy.’ 

 
George had been in France for eight months and his father who was also serving in 
France had been there for two years. Sadly father and son had not had an 
opportunity to meet up.   

 
 

           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George was buried in Warlincourt Halte British Cemetery, Saulty. 
 
His name appears in the West End Congregational Church, on their memorial and 
on a bronze tablet presented by the Haverhill & District Sunday School Union which 
is inscribed: 
 
To the memory of George Nunn, died of wounds, France April 27 1917. 



Haverhill Roll of Honour (1914-1919) 

© Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group  

 
Both George and his father are further commemorated on the Gurteen’s Rolls of 
Honour for both the Mat Department and the Employees of D Gurteen & Sons, 
Chauntry Mills. 
 
 

 


